A Guide to
Purchasing
a New Home
Understanding the
Triple M Difference

Triple M Housing Difference
If you are thinking of buying a new home, or more
specifically building a new home, then we at Triple M
Housing have put together this guide to help you better
understand the option of purchasing a factory built
home. And, in showing the features and advantages
Triple M Housing offers over traditional site building or
other Factory Home Builders, we believe purchasing a
new home from us, one of North America’s most highly
regarded Factory Home Builders, will be a choice that
makes sense to you.

Regarding Quality...

The quality of a factory built home has come a long way
since the early days of manufactured housing. Intensive
scrutiny by government agencies has led to guidelines
and regulations that must be adhered to before a factory
home builder can allow their product out into the market
to be sold. These regulations are stringent and in many
cases exceed what is required by traditional site builders.
Also, since a factory built home requires transportation
they are built solidly to withstand the rigors of transport.
This kind of added strength engineering isn’t even
considered when building on-site.
**In 1996 Triple M Housing became the ﬁrst Factory Home
Builder in North America to be ISO certiﬁed.

Regarding Financing...

Various financing options are available for factory built
homes including CMHC guaranteed mortgages. For example;
Manufactured homes can be financed through personal
property loans rather than mortgage loans. However, if you
place a manufactured home on a permanent foundation
some financial institutions will offer a mortgage loan.
Modular homes, because they are placed on a permanent
foundation, are viewed no differently than site-built homes
by financial institutions, and therefore are readily funded
through traditional mortgage loans.
**Triple M Housing dealers are knowledgeable and can
offer valuable advice that will help you fully understand
your ﬁnancing options.

Triple M vs Site Built
It’s important that you understand the process and
advantages of Factory Engineered Housing  so  you can
make an educated decision when choosing the way your
new home will be built. At Triple M Housing we offer a
number of Manufactured and Modular  home designs that
will rival any site built home for quality and appearance.

The Process...

At   Triple   M Housing we use an engineered approach to  home building. Instead of the old-fashioned
construction
method, most
of the work is
pre-fabricated
in our climate
controlled factory. By building
homes on an assembly line, we
deliver
much
higher efficiency, quality and consistency of product.
Every step, from the design process through to the
loading of completed modules on trucks for shipping, is
closely monitored and inspected by our Quality Control
Department and Canadian Standards Association
inspectors to ensure the home, when it arrives at the
building site, meets the national Building Code and the
quality expectations of the homeowner.
When sub-sections are finished they are transported
to the building
site, craned into
position and assembled together using similar
construction
methods to traditional site built
construction.

Triple M vs Site Built cont’d
The Advantages...

Purchasing a Factory Engineered Modular home is
more than just an option over purchasing a traditional
site-built home. Often the many advantages of building
in a climate and workflow controlled environment add
up to value that, for consumers, makes purchasing a prefabricated Modular home the logical choice.
Advantages such as:   
•
Triple M modular homes use the same materials as
site-built homes. They are actually better quality since
the pre-fabricated buildings are built in sections inside
the controlled environment of a factory. They are then
shipped by truck to the building site where they are
assembled by our trained builders who fully understand
the process of assembling modules in the field. All Triple
M Housing Modular homes meet or exceed the same local
building codes as traditional site-built homes.
•
Since  our homes are built inside a factory, inclement
weather will not cause construction delays and material
spoilage that can add additional construction costs.
House construction indoors, in a
climate controlled and workflow
managed environment, ensures
quality and consistency throughout
the building process.
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Our dealers have highly trained crews that fully understand
the process of Modular home construction. They will prepare
the building site, assemble the sections when they arrive and
apply the finishing touches to deliver a beautiful home that will
match, and often exceed, the quality of any site built home.

These, and other factors can add up to lower home prices
per square foot. Also, since our modular homes can be
completed faster due to the concurrent building process,
there can be a savings benefit of reduced loan interest for
our customers. The efficiency of the Triple M modular
building process provides time and cost savings that get
passed onto our customers.
•
Building in a climate controlled factory using high
quality materials and more precise building techniques
adds up to a consistent level of quality that is difficult
for contractors and tradespeople to achieve on a
building site. And, since our Modular homes are built
to be transported we use 20-30% more framing lumber
for added strength. We also intentionally design with
additional insulation and other energy savings to reduce
your maintenance costs and add to the life of your home.
Every Triple M Housing Modular Home is backed by a
10-YEAR structural warranty.
•
At Triple M Housing we employ permanent skilled
craftsmen. This eliminates the constant problem of an
inexperienced and unreliable workforce that plagues
traditional building contractors. Triple M employs over
400 skilled administrative, design, engineering and
trades people.
•
Our Modular homes are normally highly customized
in their interior and exterior appearances. We offer
consumers a large choice of exterior colours and finishes,
a variety of interior designer decors, floor coverings,
cabinets, fixtures and appliances. These are not the
cookie cutter homes you’ll find in a typical residential
sub-division. Triple M Housing offers a number of Cape
Cod, Rancher, 2-Storey and Split Level home designs to
choose from.
By building your new home in
our factory while the site is being
prepared we save time which
could save you money.

Construction

Take possession of your new
home earlier!
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Delays

Traditional on site building requires that one stage be completed before
another can commence. Delays can be caused by bad weather and
building materials exposed to the elements can become defective .

Triple M vs. Other Manufacturers
Compare...  

While the concept of building a home in a factory
setting may be similar between ourselves and other
Canadian and American Manufacturers, the construction
process, the quality and the final product often is
not. Triple M Housing has long been recognized as
an industry leader in the design and construction of
factory built Modular and Manufactured homes. We’ve
achieved this recognition through innovative design and
engineering practices, unrivaled construction quality
and a commitment to 100% customer satisfaction. Take
the time to compare what we offer over others and you’ll
find out:
•
While other factory builders may promote
themselves as a   less expensive housing option we
do not. Triple M Housing has never been the cheapest
option and we’ve never wanted to be. What we have
wanted to be is the best housing option for consumers
that want value, quality, safety and   a builder that will
stand behind the home they buy. We believe, it is never
less expensive to buy cheap today only to incur major
repair and replacement costs in the future.
•
At Triple M Housing we don’t compromise the health
and safety of our customers by using inferior product and
poor workmanship to keep pricing down. When you buy
one of our homes you are buying a home built in a new
144,000 sq.ft. factory that is equipped with state of the
art technology. Our objective in building this new plant
was to increase our production capacity and therefore
reduce production costs. The intelligent way to keep
pricing down is by using technology to build smarter
and to build a better product that doesn’t compromise
customer safety, health and comfort.
•
Inside and out, a Triple M home stands above other
manufacturers! In design,  structural quality, interior and
exterior detailing, electrical, plumbing and mechanical
installation, the quality difference is obvious. We stand

apart because we make every effort to improve what we
do, every time we build a new home for a valued customer.
Our commitment to improving has led to a number
of innovative engineering ideas that are put into the
construction of all our Modular and Manufactured homes.
They are unique to Triple M Housing and they make our
homes safer, stronger and more energy efficient.
**Structural horizontal bracing on exterior walls:
In order to withstand the stresses
of transport we utilize a unique
system of bracing and dado’s.
This technique also allows for
superior insulation. The added
strength of horizontal bracing is
unique to Triple M Housing and
ultimately adds up to more years
of a maintenance free home for
our customers.
**Glued and Screwed Sheathing to joists:
One of the biggest problems that plagues homeowners
is squeaking floors. This occurs
when, through expansion and
contraction, material lifts from
the surface it is nailed to, causing
the 2 surfaces to rub against
each other when walked on. The
noise can be very aggravating!
We eliminate the problem of
squeaking floors by gluing then
screwing sheathing to joists.
Other manufacturers and site
builders will not incur the extra cost. We will! It’s good
business because it gives our customers a quieter home.
**Galvanized tie-down (Exterior wall to floor)
So many of the engineering innovations we have
developed have come about due to the need to build
a home that will handle the
rigors of transport. Galvanized
tie-downs is one of those
innovations.
By
attaching
galvanized steel strapping
between the floor beams and
the exterior walls we prevent
separation during transport,
and separation over time due
to expansion and contraction
of building materials. Triple M
offers solutions to problems that other builders don’t
even consider!

The Triple M Housing difference
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STRUCTURAL

EXTERIOR DETAILS

2 x 6 exterior walls

Å

Structural horiz.
bracing on ext. walls
Insulated top
header system
3 1/2” wide floor-towall foam gasket
3/8” or 7/16”
exterior sheathing
Galvanized tie-down
(ext. wall-to-floor)
6 mil poly vapor barrier
with accoustical sealant
Glued and mech.
fastened wall board
Heavy-guage
structural steel frames

Å

3/4” floor sheathing

Å

Roof trusses at
16” or 24” o.c.
7/16” or 15/32”
roof sheathing

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å
Å
Å

Å

Å

Stucco exterior
columns
‘Quality Stone’
exterior accenting
PVC Low E windows
with PVC sills.
Choice of shutters or
trim boards
Opt. eave widths 12”
to 24” overhangs

Å
Å
Å
Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Opt. 9’-0” exterior walls Å

Å
Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Choice of tar paper or
building wrap
IKO Shingles (limited
life-time warranty)
Owens-Corning wall
insulation
Owens-Corning blownin roof insulation
Unlimited selection of
exterior siding
Roof trusses at
16” or 24” o.c.

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å
Å
Å

PLUMBING
Quality “Moen”
plumbing fixtures
Opt. Built-in vacuum
w/canister

Å

Å

‘Maax’ tub/showers

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Opt. direct vent
water heaters
Opt. tankless
water heaters
Opt. dual -flush
water closets

INTERIOR DETAILS
Locally made hand
crafted cabinets
“Soft-Close” euro-style
hinges
Backers on
cabinetry
Real wood or
PVC cabinets
Opt. granite
counter tops
Smooth drywall finish
(some product)
Selection of interior
paint color
Professionally
selected decors
12.3mm laminate
flooring
33oz upgradable
to 52oz carpet
Opt. 2” Timberlux
window blinds
Locally manufactured
window drapes
Lino Flooring is
fully glued.

Å
Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

ELECTRICAL

Å

Å

Å

‘Quality’ GE appliances
(black/stainless)
Wide selection of
lighting fixtures

Å

Communication Center

Å

Å

Å

Å

MECHANICAL

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Intertherm furnace
(high-Efficiency)
Heat duct designed
for max. air-flow

Å

Opt. Venmar ERV/HRV

Å

Å

Euro-style range hoods Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

**Heavy Guage Structural Steel Frame:
A Manufactured home will often
have to travel a long way from
our factory to get to its new
owner. We want to make sure it
gets there in the best condition
possible and, when it gets there,
have the feel of a strong and
durable manufactured home.
We could use a lesser guage steel
frame like other manufacturers
but that would compromise the
strength and longevity of the home. Triple M Housing
never compromises the health and safety of our customers
by using inferior building products.
** Insulated Header:
With energy costs soaring it just
doesn’t make sense for us to cut
corners on something as critical
to our customers as a properly
insulated home. So, we don’t.
For example, we are the only
factory home builder that uses
an insulated header. This unique
insulation feature may cost a
little more but it significantly  
increases the heating and cooling
efficiency in our homes. To Triple M Housing, saving a few
dollars at the construction stage is a bad idea if it increases
our customers energy costs in the future.
** Options Galore:
When it comes to options other manufacturers don’t come
close to what Triple M Housing offers. Whether it is exterior
finish and colour, interior flooring and trim or Kitchen and
Bathroom fixtures, we give our customers more choices
at varying price ranges so they can have the dream home
they want at a price they want even more.  We believe in
giving our customers the choices necessary to make a new
Triple M home their new dream home.

Triple M Housing - Green
Being a builder with a reputation for innovation,
quality and customer satisfaction is something to be
proud of, and we are!
But we are equally proud
that we are a recognized
BuiltGreenTM construction
company. In fact, one of the
very few Factory Engineered
home builders in North
America that is recognized
™
as such.   What that means
is we take responsibility
ALBERTA
for the environment in and around our factory and the
quality of the environment inside and outside the homes
of our customers. It’s an important responsibility and we
take it very seriously.
Our homes are well insulated, well ventilated and
equipped with energy efficient mechanical equipment
and fixtures. Our new plant is state of the art when it
comes to reducing the impact our construction has on
the environment, and our building technique produces
far less waste than what you will see around a traditional
construction site.

BuiltGreen

Triple M Housing is also:
•
•

Energuide 80 Certified
Energy Star Certified

And, is a member of:
•
•
•
		
•

Canadian Manufactured Housing Institute
Canadian Home Builders Association
National Research Council Committee for 		
Houses and Small Buildings
Manufactured Housing Association of Alberta

We hope the information within this brochure has
been useful to you and will help you make an informed  
decision about your new home.   If you choose to have
your new home built by Triple M Housing our promise is
to make every effort to ensure that your trust in us will be
rewarded. Thank you.

Visit us online at www.triplemhousing.com
to find a dealer in your area.
Sherring Industrial Park, 3501 Giffen Road North
Lethbridge, Alberta T1H 0E8
Tel: 403-320-8588   Fax: 403-320-9004   
Email: info@triplemhousing.com
www.triplemhousing.com

